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On Stage
The Jill Watkins Band

By Jim Stick

What is your idea of what heaven should be like?  For me it would entail being surrounded by the people that I love, my family and, good friends.  For entertainment it would be having a beautiful female blue singer fronting a kick ass band, wailing away into the wee hours of the night.  On August 10th I had the distinct pleasure of partaking in a little slice of heaven by seeing the Jill Watkins Band at Sharp’s Roadhouse in Commerce City.

Admittedly, I was a little apprehensive of going to a bar in Commerce City.  I guess it was just one of those unfounded preconceived notions that we all have.  As soon as a person walks in the door at Sharp’s, any negativity about Commerce City is immediately forgotten.  The club was remodeled around the 1st of July and owner Teresa Sharpless has created one of the most stunning and comfortable music rooms on the front range.  It has an ample stage, a large dance floor, plenty of seating in comfortable chairs with an unobstructed view of the stage, beautiful woodwork throughout, and the high ceilings coupled with a powerful ventilation system totally blew out any problems with cigarette smoke.  The service was friendly, courteous and prompt.  For a music venue, Sharp’s grades cut out at an A+.  You need to see this place to believe it.  If you are worried about drinking and driving, there is a better-than-you-would-expect motel a block away with rooms around $40.  Sharp’s is located at 6496 Hwy. 2, just off Hwy. 270.  Call 303-288-9292 for their schedule.
I fell in love with Jill Watkins in about 20 seconds into the first song.  Looking back, I’m not sure exactly what it was (or what took me so long).  Maybe it was that smooth, sultry voice that would later astonish me with how unbelievably powerful it was.  Or maybe it was the passionate, fiery delivery of the bands original songs and R&B-blues standards.  (Sure, everybody does “Stormy Monday,” but you need to hear Jill’s blow-the-hair-straight-back-off-your-head-version.)  Or maybe it was that outgoing personality that allows Jill to connect with an audience, making them each seem like a longtime friend.  Or maybe it was that smile.  That beautiful, melt-a-man-like-butter-in-the-microwave smile.  More than likely, it was a combination of all these.

Every female blues singer needs a great band to support her.  Jill Watkins has the perfect three men in her band to do just that.  The rhythm section of bassist Chris-Dax and drummer Walt Sorrentino display a nice chemistry, laying the foundation for the band’s grooves.  Lead guitarist John Ragan does an excellent job of getting his licks in, adding color and style to the songs without getting flashy or going overboard with long solos.  Ragan has a refreshing understated style.  His tasty leads and fills impeccably set the stage for Jill’s vocal prowess.  All three members have Jill’s total respect.  After the show I asked her about them and she responded: “Pinch me. I love them.  They have all become like favorite uncles to me.  I’m one lucky redhead!  I’m my happiest when I’m playing with them.”
I can’t remember the last time I met a band that had four people who were all genuinely nice human beings.  It’s obvious they truly enjoy playing music with each other and their good vibes spill out into the crowd.  I’ll promise you this: if you go see The Jill Watkins Band, you will have a great time and leave with a smile on your face.

Wouldn’t it be nice if five years down the road, the Colorado Music scene is as noted for its blues singers as Texas is for its guitar players?  What will it take for one of these talented women-the list includes, but is not limited to:  Jill Watkins, Hazel Miller, Little Mary, Erica Brown, Jennifer Lane, Tempa Singer, Diane Leiker, Marcia Kent Davis, Liz Valles, Lisa Bell, and Tracy Edwards-to break through onto the national scene?  Probably some great songwriting, a lot of focused passion, and a little luck.  That luck might consist of having the right person in the music industry hear them at the right time.  If one of them breaks through, hopefully it would draw attention to the others.  Then the rest of the country will find out what we music fans living in this area already know: Colorado is indeed blessed with wonderful female blues artists.
The Jill Watkins Band recently took a major step in this direction by scoring a major coup and signed on with the prestigious independent label Aspen Records.  They are in the process of recording a live CD and hope to release it sometime around Christmas.  You can find all the info you need about the band at www.jillwatkins.com.
